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Project Information:  The Old River Control structures are 
operated to maintain the distribution of flow between the 
Mississippi River and the Atchafalaya River, and also prevent 
the Atchafalaya River from capturing the flow of the Mississippi 
River. The Old River Control project consists of several large 
engineering structures.  These structures include the Old River 
Low Sill and Overbank Structures that began operation in 1962; 
the Old River Lock completed in 1963; and the Auxiliary 
Structure built in 1986.  
 
The other projects managed at Old River Control (and discussed 
in the subject master plan) include the Morganza Floodway 
project and the West Atchafalaya Floodway.  The Morganza 
Floodway has been operated only once, during the Flood of 1973.  
To date, the West Atchafalaya Floodway has not been operated. 
 
The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers manages approximately 3,000 
acres in fee and an additional 250,000 acres of easements within 
the Old River Control project areas.  The fee lands are located 
in Concordia, Pointe Coupee and West Feliciana Parishes in the 
vicinity of Old River Lock and the Old River Control structures.  
The easement lands are located in a number of parishes and 
stretch from the latitude of the Old River Control structures to 
U.S. 190, between Baton Rouge and Lafayette.  
 
Current Situation:  Although the Old River Control project has 
never been operated as a Federal recreation area, it has 
developed into an extensively used recreation area.  For a 
number of years, the public has been allowed access to project 
lands provided their activities do not interfere with operation 
and maintenance of the project.  A period of uncontrolled use of 
Federal property in the area has resulted in the potential for 
public health and safety problems as well as degradation of the 
project's recreational and natural resource values. 
 
Purpose of Project Master Plan:  Federal objectives exist to 
manage natural resources and provide outdoor recreation 
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opportunities on project lands.  This master plan proposes to 
implement a recreation and natural resource management program 
on project lands and waters. The purpose of the master plan is 
to provide a comprehensive guide for use and development of the 
natural and man-made resources of the project.  This master plan 
for the Old River Control project is specifically intended to: 

 
• address public health and safety issues related to 
current activities; 

 
• establish guidelines for the protection, conservation and 
enhancement of natural, cultural and man-made resources;  

 
• provide guidance for the review and management of 
existing and proposed leases, easements, consents and 
permits for various activities in the spillway; and 

 
• provide a comprehensive plan for future use and 
development. 

 
Master Plan Findings:  This master plan proposes to improve on-
site management as well as construct several priority public 
access and recreational developments.  Certain development 
features of the plan require the commitment of non-Federal 
partners to cost-share various aspects of the plan.  The process 
of obtaining commitments and funding from local sponsors could 
take several years to accomplish.  However, there are several 
priority items that do not require a local cost-sharing sponsor 
and, therefore, will be implemented immediately. 
 
An important part of the master plan for the Old River Control 
project is the provision of interpretive services to the 
visiting public as well as local communities.  These services 
can be provided in a number of different ways, including 
exhibits and interpretation in project visitor centers, outdoor 
exhibits and interpretive plaques, a variety of brochures and 
other publications, web-based information, and other suitable 
venues.   
 
Other priority items that do not require a non-Federal sponsor 
include completion of public access improvements agreed to as 
part of the mitigation plan for the construction of the 
Auxiliary Structure.  In addition, the provision of minimal 
facilities for public health and safety will be accomplished. 
 
Natural resources management guidelines and several recreational 
improvements have been proposed for compartments within the Old 
River area.  The natural resource guidelines are based on the 
inherent capacity of each tract of land to sustain the species 
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to be managed, compatibility with other uses, public needs, and 
available partnerships. 
 
Primary management emphasis will be on Federally-listed 
threatened and endangered species that inhabit the area:  
Louisiana black bear, pallid sturgeon, interior least tern and 
bald eagle.  Secondary management emphasis will be to freshwater 
crustaceans, freshwater game fish, game mammals, furbearers, 
waterfowl, wading birds, shore birds, and passerine birds. 
Proposed recreational improvements include the following items 
to Kellers Lake, located at the Old River Lock site: 
 

(1) improvements to the boat ramp that will provide a 
safer and more well-defined access to the lake;  

 
(2) structures to maintain water levels on Kellers Lake 

that will improve fishing, swimming, migratory 
waterfowl habitat, water quality and lake aesthetics; 

 
(3) a day-use area in the vicinity of the boat ramp to 

include vehicle and trailer parking, small pavilions, 
picnic tables and latrine facilities; and 

 
(4) public access to Kellers Lake from the levee road.  

 
In addition, a 56-acre day-use area and a 14-acre camping area 
are designated just north of Old River Lock. 
 
Rehabilitation of a public boat launch on the Mississippi River, 
designation of a recreational vehicle camping area, and 
construction of a shooting range are proposed for the Old River 
Control area, all contingent upon the interests of non-Federal 
partners. 
 
Finally, we propose the enhancement of a portion of the Morganza 
forebay area, through the Section 1135 Continuing Authorities 
Program.  Construction of a two-way culvert in the lower guide 
levee will allow seasonal water flow into this area for wetland 
and bottomland hardwood forest development.  In conjunction with 
the provision of a drainage structure, public access is also 
recommended. 
 
Master Plan Availability:  Due to reproduction costs, only a 
limited number of copies of the plan are available for 
distribution.  Copies of the complete document are available for 
review at the New Orleans District Library, the Old River 
Control Project Office, the Concordia Parish Library in Vidalia, 
the Avoyelles Parish Public Library in Simmesport, and the 
Pointe Coupee Parish Library in New Roads.  The master plan is 
also available in pdf format by using the following link.  
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http://www.mvn.usace.army.mil/recreation/docs/OR_MasterPlan.pdf. 
 
Written Comments:  Written comments are being solicited from 
other Federal, state, and local agencies; and the general 
public.  Please provide your comments by August 31, 2005 to the 
following address:  
  
    Mr. Christopher G. Brantley 
    U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
    CEMVN-PM-RP 
    P.O. Box 60267 
    New Orleans, Louisiana 70160-0267 
 
 
For additional information, contact Mr. Brantley at (504) 862-
2224 or email christopher.g.brantley@mvn02.usace.army.mil. 
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